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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1913. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  this,  my  first  Annual  Report,  I wish  first  cf 
all  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  kind  and  courteous 
way  in  which  they  have  treated  me  and  my  reports  since  I took  office 
in  April  last  ; and  also  to  thank  my  predecessors,  Dr.  Ashworth  and 
Dr.  Bromley,  the  late  clerk,  Mr.  R.  L.  Hughes,  and  the  present  clerk, 
Mr.  S.  R.  Long,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Mr.  Eade  and  Mr.  Cross, 
for  the  assistance  they  have  given  me  in  helping  me  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  the  sanitary  affairs  of  the  district  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 

Although  I am  only  responsible  for  a report  upon  the  three 
quarters  of  the  year  that  have  elapsed  since  I took  office,  I have  been 
asked  by  my  predecessors  to  report  upon  the  whole  year,  and  they 
have  given  me  the  necessary  information  to  enable  me  to  do  so. 

For  the  first  time,  therefore,  the  two  sub-districts  a ill  be  dealt 
with  in  one  report. 


A.  Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

Physical  Features. 

The  district  comprises  38,712  acres,  uid  is  divided  into  16  parishes. 
It  comprises  the  watershed  of  the  River  Colne,  which  rises  in  the  north- 
west-rn  end  of  the  district,  and,  running  in  a south-easterly  direction, 
practically  bisects  the  district  in  its  longest  axis  of  13  miles.  The  width 
of  the  district  averages  about  6 miles. 

This  river  and  its  tributary  streams  lie  in  broad  valleys,  which 
intersect  the  district,  and  cause  a general  undulating  surface  varying 
in  height  from  330ft.  to  65ft.  above  Ordinance  Datum. 

The  subsoil  is  chiefly  clay,  but  in  most  places  deposits  of  gravel 
or  sand  are  found,  which  are  water  bearing.  Under  this  is  a layei  of 

London  clay,  which  rests  upon  the  chalk.  In  the  greater  portion  of 

the  district  the  chalk  lies  at  a depth  of  from  200-250  feet,  but  on  the 

northern  boundary  it  lies  nearer  the  surface  as  it  is  approaching  its 

outcrop  ne ai'  Sudbury 
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Population,  Social  Conditions,  &c. 


The  census  population  was  10,382  in  1911,  and  I estimate  it  to 
have  been  10,367  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1918.  The  final  returns  of 
the  census  arc  now  being  issued,  and  present  various  points  of  interest. 


The  comparisons  between  1891  and  1911 
are  made  in  the  following  table. 

1891. 

Population  ...  ...  ...  10,813 

No.  of  separate  families  ...  2,532 

Average  number  per  family  ...  4'3 


are  very  interesting,  and 

1901.  1911. 

10,176  ...  10,332 

2,504  ...  2.613 

4'1  ...  4'0 


From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the  population  has  not 
recovered  to  the  level  of  1891  by  481,  the  number  of  separate  occupiers  is 
actually  81  more  now  than  it  was  then.  I think  that  these  latter  figures 
are  a more  correct  indication  of  the  number  of  wage  earners  and  of 
the  condition  of  the  district  than  those  for  population,  which  are  affected 
by  the  decrease  in  the  size  of  the  family,  that  has  been  such  a 
prominent  feature  of  the  last  few  years,  and  seems  to  be  exceptionally 
high  in  this  district. 


If  the  comparison  is  taken  further  to  individual  parishes,  the  chief 
increase  in  the  number  of  occupiers  since  1891  is  found  to 
have  taken  place  in  Earls  Colne  (94)  and  Sible  Hedingham  (28),  so  that  the 
remainder  of  the  district  is  still  41  behind  what  it  was  in  1891,  but  is  28 
above  what  it  was  in  1901.  And  this  increase  upon  1901  is  general  over 
most  of  the  parishes  (including  many  in  which  the  population  has  at  the 
same  time  fallen)  except  Ridgeweff,  Little  Yeldham  and  Toppesfield,  which 
have  continuously  declined  in  the  number  of  occupiers  since  1891. 


The  only  serious  decline  in  the  20  years  has  been  in — 


Toppesfield 

Ridgewell 

Stambourne 

Pebmarsh 


189  (796) 
137  (550) 
110  (438) 
127  (491) 


168  (652) 
126  (481) 
94  (361) 
104  (422) 


159  (604) 
122  (455) 
97  (<326) 
110  (39 1) 


but  the  last  two  parishes  show  some  sign  of  recovery.  The  figures  in 
brackets  represent  the  population.  These  particulars  may  be  of  interest 
when  considering  the  housing  accommodation  in  individual  parishes. 


Another  recent  volume  of  census  statistics  throws  some  com- 
parative light  on  overcrowding.  The  number  of  houses  with  more  than 
two  persons  per  room  (or  roughly  four  per  bedroom)  is  given  for  each 
Lfrban  and  Rural  District.  For  Halstead  Rural  District  the  number 
s 81,  containing  293  persons,  or  2'9  per  cent,  of  the  population,  (Dunmow 
3'4  per  cent.,  Braintree  3'7  per  cent). 

The  entire  district  is  under  cultivation,  with  a comparatively  large 
proportion  of  arable  land  and  a small  proportion  of  grass  land.  The 
proportion  of  the  latter  is  probably  not  increasing.  In  the  northern 
third  of  the  district  there  is  little  other  employment  than  in  agri- 
culture. In  the  southern  portion  there  is  also  industrial  employment. 

At  Earls  Colne  a thriving  iron  foundry  employs  300  men,  and 
a silk  factory  100  women  and  girls.  At  Sible  Hedingham  there  is  a steam 
joinery  works  which  employs  100,  and  is  increasing  in  size.  In  this 
parish  there  has  been  a large  brickmaking  industry,  which  is  rapidly 
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declining,  and  now  probably  employs  only  150  hands  in  comparison 
with  300  or  so  a few  years  ago.  The  work  in  these  brickfields  is  of  an 
intermittent  nature. 

In  the  Halstead  Urban  District,  which  lies  in  the  centre  of  the.  rum 
district,  there  is  a large  silk  factory  employing  800  women  and  200  men, 
and  a foundry  employing  150  men.  Most  of  the  men  live  in  the  Urban 
District,  but  a good  number  of  the  women  live  in  the  adjacent  parts  of 
the  Rural  District,  and  work  in  the  factory,  rather  than  leave  the 
district  as  domestic  servants.  At  Great  Yeldham  is  a small  and  recently 
established  engineering  works  employing  about  16  men. 

The  only  available  figures  for  Poor  Law  Relief  are  for  the  whole 
Union,  which  includes  the  Urban  District  of  Halstead.  On  a population 
basis,  the  Rural  District  comprises  roughly  two  thirds  and  the  Urban 
District  one  third  of  the  Union. 

The  following  summary  has  kindly  been  prepared  for  me  by 
the  Clerk : — 

1903  1913 


Jan. 

July 

Jan. 

July 

No.  of  Outdoor  Paupers 

400 

395 

234 

268 

„ Indoor  Paupers 

105 

98 

99 

87 

,,  Lunatics 

55 

62 

63 

63 

For  the  half 

-years  ending 

March 

Sept. 

March 

Sept. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Cost  of  Out-relief 

940 

978 

678 

643 

,,  In- maintenance 

717 

649 

716 

607 

„ Lunatics 

702 

789 

970 

1002 

The  faciliti  s for  Hospital  Accommodation 

are  poor.  There  is 

a small  Cottage  Hospit  1 in  the  Urban  District;  the  others  that  are  used 
to  a slight  extent  being  at  Colchester,  Cambridge  and  London.  The 
Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  at  a room  in  Halstead  once  a week. 

B.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  district. 

Water  Supply. 

The  whole  District  is  supplied  at  present  from  springs  and 
shallow  wells,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  a good  many  of  these  are  under 
the  control  of  the  Council.  It  is  very  desirable  for  the  water  supply  of 
the  district  to  be  as  far  as  possible  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Council. 
During  the  year  the  Council’s  scheme  for  a water  supply  at  Earls  Colne 
has  been  commenced.  The  Local  Government  Board  held  their  enquiry 
in  January  and  sanctioned  a loan  of  L7,500,  which  has  been  obtained 
from  the  Public  Works  Loan  Boaid  at  85  per  cent,  and  the  work  put  in 
hand.  Good  progress  has  been  made,  and  I hope  the  works  will  be 
completed  and  the  service  inaugurated  during  the  coming  year. 

With  regard  to  the  rest  of  the  district,  the  supply  seems  to  be 
fairly  adequate  on  the  whole,  though  in  many  instances  isolated  cottages 
have  to  fetch  their  water  a very  long  way  or  depend  upon  ponds  or 
unprotected  springs,  and  action  by  the  Council  will  probably  be  necessary 
with  regard  to  some  of  these. 
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In  the  village  of  Ridgewell,  although  there  is  a plentiful  upply,  it 
has  to  be  fetched  a very  long  way. 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  taken  over  and  greatly  improved 
and  protected  the  supply  to  a group  of  cottages  on  the  Little  Yeldhatn 
Road,  in  the  parish  of  Great  Yeldham,  and  the  supply  from  a spring  at 
Lucking  Street,  Great  Maplestead. 


The  wells  now  kept  in  order 

by  the  Council  number 

52  and 

situated  in  the  following 

parishes 

Castle  Hedingham 

6 

Pebmarsh 

4 

Sible  Hedingham 

...  13 

Earls  Colne 

2 

Great  Yeldham  ... 

2 

AVhite  Colne 

0 

Little  Yeldham  ... 

2 

Halstead  Rural 

4 

Toppesfield 

7 

Colne  Engaine 

1 

Stambourne 

4 

Little  Maplestead  ... 

1 

Ridge  well 

2 

Gosfield 

0 

Great  Maplestead 

3 

Tilbury  ... 

2 

41 

12 

The  necessary  repairs  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  to 
maintain  them  in  good  order. 

Water  certificates  have  been  granted  for  22  houses;  in  seven 
instances  the  water  is  obtained  from  new  private  wells,  the  water  from 
which  has  been  analysed  before  the  certificates  have  been  granted. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Colne  and  its  tributary  brooks  are  the  only  ones  of 
importance,  and  undoubtedly  some  pollution  occurs  in  its  course  through 
the  district. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

At  Castle  Hedingham  are  a number  of  old  sewers  which  discharge 
into  boggy  ground  below  the  village.  The  sewage  traverses  this  so  slowly 
by  means  of  long  shallow  ditches,  that  it  is  partially  purified  before  it 
enters  the  river.  The  ditches  are  cleaned  out  periodically  byr  the  Council 
and  give  rise  to  no  complaint. 

Sible  Hedingham.  Portions  of  the  village  here  are  sewered  and 
small  septic  tanks  or  filters  are  interposed  at  the  outfalls  in  most  places, 
and  as  practically  no  water-closets  are  connected  no  serious  pollution 
results.  The  question  of  sewering  Alexandra  Road  was  brought  before 
the  Council  again  by  me  during  the  year,  and  the  Council  have  asked 
for  plans  and  estimates  for  the  necessary  work  and  intend  to  proceed 
with  it  if  possible. 

An  effluent  from  a plant  making  suction  gas  from  waste  wood  and 
sawdust,  and  containing  tar  and  aromatic  matter,  has  given  rise  to 
complaint  during  the  summer,  when  the  volume  of  the  river  was  low.  The 
matter  was  investigated  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  myself,  and 
the  owners  are  doing  their  best  to  abate  the  nuisance  by  complete 
sedimentation  of  the  tarry  matter.  Rut  the  effluent  lias  still  a very  strong 
odour  of  creosote,  and  will  I am  afraid,  give  rise  to  further  complaint. 
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Other  parishes  which  have  any  sewers  are  Great  Yeldham,  Colne 
Engaine,  White  Colne  and  Earls  Colne. 

The  majority  of  these  are  old  road  drains  or  piped-in  ditches,  but 
most  of  them  convey  only  sink  slops  and  have  no  water  closets  connected. 
Care  is  taken  to  avoid  the  connection  of  water  closets  with  these  sewers 
as  far  as  possible,  but  now  that  there  is  to  be  a public  water  supply  at 
Earls  Colne  the  question  of  any  increase  in  the  number  of  water  closets 
will  have  to  be  carefully  considered  if  the  provision  of  sewage  disposal 
works  is  to  be  avoided  in  the  near  future. 

A portion  of  the  sewer  at  Great  Yeldham  has  been  relaid  and 
improved  during  the  year,  and  six  defective  house  drains  have  been 
relaid  by  the  owners,  on  the  representation  of  the  Inspectors. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

The  usual  type  is  the  cesspit  privy,  even  in  some  of  the  most 
recently  constructed  houses.  The  approximate  numbers  are  as  follows 


Cesspit  Privies 

1406 

Pail  Closets 

459 

Water  Closets 

269 

,,  „ hand-flushed 

60 

2195 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  2588,  so  that  the  majority 
have  separate  closets.  Where  this  is  not  so,  I think  the  time  has  come 
for  the  Council  to  require  their  provision.  During  the  year  19  privies 
have  been  converted  into  pail  closets,  and  I have  recommended  that 
the  rate  of  conversion  should  be  very  materially  increased,  as  there  is 
no  doubt  that  a cesspit  privy,  however  well  constructed,  is  a very 
undesirable  thing. 

Scavenging. 

None  is  undertaken  by  the  Council  and  I do  not  think  it  urgent 
at  the  present  time  in  any  parish.  In  Earls  Colne  village  Messrs. 
It.  Hunt  and  Co.  make  a weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  from  the 
houses  they  own,  which  does  a great  deal  towards  preventing  any 
nuisance  there. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. 

This  work  has  been  carried  on  by  the  two  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  year  and  a tabular  statement  of  the  amount  done  is  shown 
on  the  next  page.  The  amount  of  work  now  required  by  the  Housing 
Regulations  of  1910  makes  it  difficult  for  other  important  matters  to 
be  attended  to  as  thoroughly  as  is  desirable. 


Summary  of  work  done  through  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and 
under  the  H.W.C.  Acts,  in  the  Rural  District  of  Halstead  during  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1913. 


Total  number  for  year. 

First  District.  Second  District. 


1 

Complaints  received 

4 

16 

2 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint 

87 

60 

3 

Nuisances  abated 

76 

58 

4 

Nuisances  remaining  unabated 

11 

2 

5 

Formal  notices  served 

4 

4 

6 

Summonses  issued 

1 

— 

7 

Convictions  obtained 

1 

— 

8 

No.  of  cottages  inspected 

323 

212 

8a 

Primary  inspections  under  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  ’09  and 
Housing  Inspection  Regulations,  TO 

290 

49 

9 

No.  of  cottages  found  unfit  for 

human  habitation 

6 

7 

10 

No.  of  representations  made  with  the 

view  of  Closing  Orders  being  made 

6 

7 

11 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made 

— 

7 

12 

No.  of  cottages  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  without  a Closing  Order 

39 

24 

13 

No.  of  cottages  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  making  Closing  Ordei 

— 

7 

14 

No.  of  cottages  closed 

5 voluntary  — 

15 

No.  of  cottages  demolished  by  order 

— 

— 

16 

No.  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  in 

District.  Frequency  of  Inspection 

— 

— 

17 

No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  in  District 

5 

5 

Frequency  of  Inspection  every 

3 months  ... 

20  inspections 

18 

No.  of  Bakehouses  in  District 

6 

14 

Frequency  of  Inspection  every 

3 months  ... 

51  inspections 

19 

No.  of  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

31 

7 

Frequency  of  Inspection  every 

2 months 

14  inspections 

20 

No.  of  Cowkeepers 

31 

16 

Frequency  of  Inspection  every 

2 months  ... 

41  inspections 

21 

No.  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  ex- 

amination for  cleanliness,  etc.  ... 

— 

— 

22 

Filthy  houses  cleansed 

— 

2 

23 

Houses  disinfected 

11 

10 

24 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

5 

1 

25 

New  Houses.  No.  of  water  certifi- 

cates applied  for 

9 

13 

26 

No.  of  certificates  granted 

9 

13 

27 

Public  wells  sunk 

— 

— 

28 

Privies.  No.  in  district 

632 

774 

No.  abolished  during  the  year 

4 

15 

29 

No.  of  pail  closets 

154 

305 

30 

No.  of  W.C.s  with  proper  flushing 

arrangement 

78 

191 

31 

No.  of  hand-flushed  W.C.s 

5 

55 

32 

Animals  improperly  kept  removed 

— 

— 

33 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis 

1 

10 

34 

Compensation  paid  for  bedding, 

clothing,  etc.,  destroyed 

— 

— 

35 

Seizures  of  unsound  food 

— 

— 

Hy.  0.  Cross,  Sanitary  Inspector,  First  District. 
W.  H.  Fade,  „ „ Second  „ 


Premises  and  Occupations  Controlled  by  Bye-Laws,  &c. 

Knackers  Yards, 

Offensive  Trades, 

Common  Lodging  Houses, 

Underground  Sleeping  Booms. 

Cowshed  and  Dairies, 

Bakehouses, 

Slaughter-houses, 

Workshops. 

Schools. 

There  are  17  Public  Elementary  Schools  and  one  Secondary 
School  in  the  district,  which  are  visited  from  time  to  time. 

Considerable  improvements  have  recently  been  made  in  the 
lighting,  ventilation,  heating,  and  closet  accommodation  as  the  result 
of  a survey  of  all  the  schools  made  by  the  Board  of  Education.  A few 
schools  remain  to  be  dealt  with,  and  then  I think  the  majority  will  be 
satisfactory. 

Attention  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  also  paid  by  the 
medical  staff  of  the  County  Education  Committee,  who  carry  out  the 
work  of  medical  inspection. 

The  action  taken  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infection  is  referred 
to  under  ' notifiable  disease.’ 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  47  registered  cowkeepers  in  the  district.  Five  have 
been  added  during  the  year,  and  substantial  improvements  made  to 
the  premises  in  one  instance.  Many  of  the  larger  ones  are  fairly 
satisfactory.  The  majority  are  small,  and  only  sell  milk  locally,  or  in 
the  Urban  District,  very  little  milk  being  sent  to  London.  No  action 
has  been  taken  with  regard  to  tuberculosis  milk. 

One  notification  has  been  received  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

Bakehouses. 

The  bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and  in  most  instances  are 
kept  in  a fairly  cleanly  condition.  In  9 cases  has  it  been  necessary 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  occupier  to  want  of  cleanliness  or  sanitary 
defects,  which  have  since  been  remedied. 

Unsound  Food. 

No  unsound  food  has  been  seized  in  the  district,  although  a 
sharp  look-out  has  been  kept,  but  one  seizure  was  made  in  the  Urban 
District  of  unsound  meat  coming  from  the  Rural  District.  There  is, 
I think,  some  idea  that  meat  that  would  probably  be  condemned  in 
London  is  good  enough  to  be  sold  locally,  which  is,  of  course,  erroneous. 
Meat  is  only  seized  in  London  if  unfit  for  food  ; and  if  it  is  unfit  for 
food  in  one  place  it  is  equally  so  in  another  and  as  liable  to  seizure. 
Invitations  to  a demonstration  on  Meat  Inspection,  held  in  the  summer 
at  Braintree  by  Mr.  Dunlop  Young,  Chief  Inspector  to  the  City  of 
London,  were  issued  to  many  of  the  prominent  agriculturalists  of  the 
district,  who  thus  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  that  it  is  carried  out 
in  a fair  and  scientific  manner,  and  only  in  those  cases  where  there  is 
risk  to  health. 


There  are  none 
in  the  district. 


Are  referred  to  in 
subsequent  paragraphs. 
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Slaughter  Houses. 


The  slaughter  houses  are  inspected.  Some  are  very  old  and 
unsatisfactory.  One  new  one  has  been  started  during  the  year,  and  it 
is  unfortunate  that  the  Council  has  no  powers  to  make  byelaws  which 
would  at  least  ensure  that  all  new  slaughter  houses  were  under  proper 
control. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drug  Acts.  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations. 

These  are  carried  out  by  the  County  Council,  and  I have  no 
information  as  to  the  number  of  samples  taken  in  this  district. 

It  is,  I think,  desirable  to  point  out  that  under  the  above  Regu- 
lations, which  came  into  force  on  October  1st,  1912,  that  no  preservative 
of  any  kind  may  now  be  added  to  milk  for  sale. 

Housing. 

This  question  has  occupied  a great  deal  of  my  attention  during  the 

year. 

In  July  a thorough  inspection  of  the  housing  conditions  of  the 
whole  district  was  made  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Chapman,  a Housing  Inspector  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  as  I accompanied  him  I was  able  to 
make  a comprehensive  survey  of  the  housing  conditions. 

They  are  worst  in  the  purely  agricultural  north-western  end  of  the 
district,  where  wages  are  very  low  and  railway  and  shopping  facilities 
very  bad,  and  gradually  improve  as  one  approaches  the  south-east ; and  in 
Earls  Colne,  owing  to  the  industrial  employment  and  consequent  higher 
wages,  and  the  public  spirit  of  the  chief  firm  of  employers  in  building 
good  houses  for  their  workmen,  they  are  much  above  the  average. 

There  did  not  appear  to  be  any  very  great  scarcity  in  the  actual 
number  of  houses,  but  in  the  parishes  of  Stambourne,  Toppesfield, 
Ridgewell  and  Bible  Hedingham  there  are  a great  many  that  are  very 
small,  damp,  inconvenient  and  in  bad  repair,  and  which  should  be 
replaced  by  others,  as  no  amount  of  patching  them  up  will  ever  make 
them  really  habitable.  In  the  Yeldhains  considerable  improvement  has 
been  affected  since  the  housing  of  the*e  parishes  was  dealt  with  by  the 
Council  two  or  three  years  ago,  but  there  are  still  many  poor  cottages 
requiring  attention,  and  some  scarcity  exists  in  Great  Yeldhatn. 

Before  the  Inspector’s  visit  a start  had  already  just  been  made  with 
a proper  and  systematic  scheme  of  house-to-house  inspection  and  the 
keeping  of  the  records  required  by  the  Housing  Regulations,  on  a plan 
which  I had  devised  with  the  purpose  of  economising  the  Inspectors’  time 
by  reducing  the  clerical  work  as  much  as  possible. 

This  has  now  been  got  into  working  order,  and  during  tire  year  290 
have  been  inspected  by  Mr.  Cross,  chiefly  in  the  parishes  of  Gosfield, 
Halstead  Rural,  Pebmarsh  and  Little  Maplestead  ; and  Mr.  Bade  has 
made  a start  with  Stambourne  parish,  as  the  conditions  there  appeared 
to  me  to  be  the  worst  in  the  district. 

A report  upon  the  housing  of  this  parish,  coupled  with  the 
suggestion  that  a Housing  Committee  should  be  formed  to  visit  some  of 
the  worst  houses  from  time  to  time,  was  prepared  by  me  at  the  end  of 
December  for  presentation  to  the  first  meeting  of  the  Council  in  January* 


8 


The  prescribed  tabular  statement  of  work  done  during  1913,  under 
the  Housing  Acts  is  as  follows: — 

• No.  1 No.  2 

Sub.  Hist.  Sub.  Dist.  Total 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for 
the  purpose  of  Sec.  17  of  the  Act  of  1909 — 

Found  defective  ...  ...  ...  93  45 

Found  not  defective  ...  ...  ...  197  4 


Total  290 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection 
were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  representations  made  to  the  local  author- 
ity with  a view  to  the  making  of  closing 

orders...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  0 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  the  defects 
were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing 
orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  making  of 
closing  orders  were  put  into  a fit  state  for 
human  habitation 


49  339 


7 13 

7 13 

7 7 

24  63 

7 7 


General  character  of  the  Defects.  — The  majority  of  the  older 
cottages  are  built  of  rough  1 tth  and  clay  plaster  and  covered  with  thatch. 
The  ceilings  are  low,  the  bedrooms  chiefly  or  entirely  in  the  roof.  Some- 
times tie-beams  cross  the  roof  at  a foot  or  so  above  the  floor,  level  or  at 
the  level  of  one’s  head.  There  is  frequently  no  lining  of  lath  and  plaster 
over  the  inner  surface  of  the  rough  studs  or  rafters,  so  that  the  walls 
between  the  studs  are  only  2-1-3  inches  thick,  and  very  cold  and  damp. 

Damp  courses  are  practically  unknown,  and  the  brick  floors  and 
the  lower  parts  of  the  walls  are  frequently  therefore  damp.  The  absence 
of  eaves  guttering,  or  where  this  is  provided  the  absence  of  overflow  drains 
from  the  rain  water  butts  (associated  in  many  instances,  with  the  level 
of  the  adjacent  ground  outside  being  higher  than  that  of  the  floor),  make 
matters  worse.  The  difficulty  of  providing  damp  courses  and  of  suitable 
eaves  guttering  in  thatched,  lath  and  plaster  houses  is  very  great,  and  the 
best  course  is,  I think,  to  provide  wide  cement  channels,  with  suitable  fall 
and  drainage,  round  the  foot  of  the  walls.  This  also  has  the  advantage  of 
preventing  the  piling  up  of  earth  for  a flower  border  against  the  walls  of 
the  house.  Other  defects  are  general  dilapidation  of  roofs,  inside  and 
outside  plastering,  staircases,  floors,  doors  and  windows  ; windows  not 
opening,  doors  fitting  badly  and  cau  ing  draughts,  broken  firegrates, 
absence  of  wash  houses,  defective  cesspit  privies  and  damp  and  dirty 
unpaved  yard  surfaces  round  the  cottage  doors.  Very  few  of  the  older 
cottages  have  any  suitable  place  for  storing  food. 

No  bye-laws  are  in  force  in  the  district,  but  they  will  probably  be 
considered  shortly. 
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Huring  the  year  22  new  houses  have  been  elected  in  the  following 
parishes  : 

Castle  Hedingham  ....  4 Colne  Engaine  ...  4 

Sible  Hedingham  ...  5 Pebmarsh  ...  ...  2 

Great  Yeldham  ...  3 Earls  Colne  ...  ...  3 

Great  Maplestead  ...  1 

of  which  all  but  three  are  cottages. 

WoRKSHors,  Workplaces,  &c. 

There  are  110  on  the  register,  many  of  which  are  men’s  workshops 
and  do  not  require  much  supervision  ; 243  inspections  have  been  made 

during  the  year,  and  the  nine  defects  found  have  been  remedied.  The 
dirty  condition  of  one  bakehouse  was  referred  to  the  Council  for  action  by 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  this  was  at  once  remedied. 

Home  Work. 

Two  lists  have  been  received  and  the  premises  visited  and  found 
satisfactory. 

C.  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

Staff. 


Up  to  March  31st  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have  been 
carried  out  b\  Dr.  Ashworth  for  No.  1 sub-district  and  by  Dr.  Bromley  for 
No.  2 sub-district,  but  the  Rural  District  Council  having  entered  into  the 
North  Essex  combination  of  districts  for  the  purpose  of  employing  a whole- 
time Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I took  ov°r  the  duties  from  them  on 
April  1st. 

The  duties  of  Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector,  Housing  Inspector 
and  Road  Surveyor  are  carried  out  by  Mr.  Cross  for  No.  1 sub-district  and 
by  Mr.  Eade  for  No.  2 sub-district,  who  now  find  their  time  very  fully 
occupied  since  the  increase  of  their  work  entailed  by  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910,  especially  as  so  much  time  has  to 
be  spent  in  travelling.  It  is  unfortunate  that  No.  2 district,  where  there 
is  proportionately  a great  deal  the  more  work  to  be  done  with  regard  to 
housing,  is  also  actually  the  larger. 

The  salary  of  each  Inspector  has  been  increased  by  £10  during 
the  year,  and  is  now  as  follows,  including  travelling  expenses : 

£ 

As  Sanitary  Surveyor  ...  10 

„ Sanitary  and  Housing 

Inspector 35 

,,  Road  Surveyor 65 


£110 

A great  deal  of  time  is  wasted  by  the  Inspectors  in  accompanying  the 
ambulance  when  patients  are  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  When 
the  new  arrangements  come  into  force  I hope  that  this  may  be  avoided. 

The  Council  meets  fortnightly  after  the  Board  of  Guardians.  At 
the  present  time  I attend  all  the  meetings. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  Rural  District  Council  have  a small  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Castle  Hedingham  constructed  out  of  two  cottages.  Though  this  has 
been  very  useful  in  the  past,  the  accommodation  and  arrangements  for 
nursing  are  bt  low  the  standard  of  modern  requirements,  and  are  in 
my  opinion  quite  inadequate.  The  Council  also  pay  a retaining  fee  of  £40 
per  annum  for  the  right  to  send  cases  to  the  Urban  District  Hospital.  A 
scheme  was  put  before  the  Council  by  the  County  Medical  Ollicer  for  the 
formation  of  a Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  Halstead  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts;  which  should  takeover  and  enlarge  the  hospital  at  Halstead 
belonging  to  the  Urban  District  Council  ; and  I am  very  glad  to  say  that 
this  scheme  has  been  approved  and  application  made  by  the  Council 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  the  order  constituting  the  Joint 
Hospital  Board. 

Attention  has  also  been  given  to  the  question  of  small-pox 
accommodation,  and  the  Council  will  take  active  steps  in  the  matter  early 
in  the  year. 

With  175  births  during  the  year,  61  certificates  of  conscientious 
objection  to  vaccination  have  been  obtained. 

Byelaws,  Adoptive  Acts,  &c. 

None  are  in  force  at  present,  and  I trust  that  attention  will  be 
given  to  the  matter  during  the  coming  year. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. 

Water  Analysis. — This  is  provided  for  by  the  Council  and  during 
the  year,  11  samples  have  been  taken.  The  routine  chemical  analysis 
is  not  however  satisfactory,  being  of  a very  superficial  nature,  on  account 
of  the  small  fee  paid.  In  some  instances  I have  been  unable  to  give 
an  opinion  upon  the  result  and  the  Council  have  had  x fuller  analysis 
made. 

I think  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  fuller  analysis  made  in 
every  case,  and  arrangements  made  for  its  control  by  a bacterial  analysis 
where  necessary,  as  without  the  latter,  the  results  of  chemical  analysis 
at  times  are  apt  to  be  misleading.  And  the  purity  of  the  water  supply 
is  a very  important  matter. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  the  examination  of  throat  swabs,  &c., 
and  the  examination  of  sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli. 

The  following  have  been  made  during  the  year  : 

Throat  swabs  for  diphtheria  6 
Sputum  for  tubercle  bacelli  3 

D.  Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

Notifiable. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  II  that  during  tbe  year,  3 cases  of 
diphtheria,  13  of  scarlet  fever  and  11  of  erysipelas  were  notified. 
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One  of  the  diphtheria  cases  occurred  in  connection  with  the 
epidemic  in  the  Urban  District.  The  other  two  occurred  in  Peb marsh 
in  December  and  although  careful  enquiries  were  made,  I could  nor. 
trace  either  their  source  or  their  possible  connection  with  each  other.  I 
regret  to  say  that  one  of  them  ended  fatally.  Of  the  11  cases  of 
erysipelas,  six  occurred  in  Earls  Colne. 

Seven  of  the  ca-es  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  one  epidemic  which 
started  in  connection  with  White  Colne  School,  and  possibly  also  caused 
two  of  the  cases  in  Earls  Colne.  Two  cases  were  notified  in  one  family 
on  August  16th,  just  as  the  school  closed  for  a holiday  of  a fortnight. 
When  it  re-opened  on  September  1st,  I was  present  and  found  two 
children  desqu animating,  one  of  whom  bad  been  ill  at  school  on  August 
11th,  and  was  undoubtedly  the  source  of  all  the  cases.  Three  absentees 
were  also  visited  who  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  very  mild  attacks  ; 
they  had  also  been  infected  from  this  child  in  school,  before  it  closed  on 
August  loth.  The  school  was  ebsed  again  until  September  14th  by  the 
Council  on  my  recommendation,  and  no  further  cases  occurred. 

The  measures  taken  for  the  control  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
are  roughly  as  follows : — As  soon  as  the  case  is  notified  arrangements  are 
made  for  its  removal  to  hospital  where  advisable,  and  the  house  is  visited 
and  foil  particulars  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  myself.  The 
schools  are  visited  by  me  in  all  cases  possibly  connected  therewith,  the 
children  and  registers  examined,  and  the  homes  of  any  absentees  from 
an  unknown  or  suspicious  cause  are  visited  by  me.  The  Sunday  School 
attendance  is  also  investigati  d where  necessary.  Throat  swabs  are  taken 
where  I consider  it  a Disable  and  examined  at  the  Council’s  expense. 
The  Head  Teacher  and  School  Attendance  Officer  are  asked  to  report  any 
suspicious  case  to  me  at  once.  Contacts  and  cases  after  recovery  are 
excluded  from  school  until  allowed  to  return  by  the  practitioner  in 
attendance  or  myself.  Diptheria  antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  Council 
in  necessitous  cases  free  of  charge. 

After  removal  to  hospital,  or  recovery  of  cises  nursed  at  home,  the 
house  is  disinfected  with  formalin  lamps  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  I 
think  facilities  are  required  for  the  removal  of  bedding  to  the  Hospital 
at  Halstead  for  steam  disinfection,  and  hope  these  will  be  provided  when 
the  new  Hospital  Board  is  formed.  Stripping  of  walls  and  re-papering  is 
is  not  at  present  insisted  upon  after  disinfection. 

Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Disease. 

Measles  was  prevalent  in  the  district  in  four  parishes,  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  interfered  considerably  with  school  attendance. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  year  we  have  been  very  free  from  infectious 
complaints.  The  teachers  notify  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  myself 
of  every  case  that  they  hear  of,  and  any  action  necessary  is  chiefly  taken 
by  the  School  Medical  Oflicer  in  consultation  with  me. 

Withrcgaid  to  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  schools  we  are  in 
constant  communication,  and  a member  of  the  School  Medical  Staff  visits 
the  schools  with  me  where  we  think  it  advisable.  School  closure,  if 
necessary,  is  usually  ordered  by  the  S.M.O.  after  consultation  with  me. 


12 


The  following  schools  were  closed  for  measles, 

White  Colne,  ...  January  8th — 24th. 

Colne  Engaine,  ...  ,,  20th — February  7th. 

Cattle  Hedingham  Council,  March  7th — 28th. 

Gosfield,  ...  ...  March  31st — April  8th. 

E.  Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Tuberculosis. 

Important  measures  have  been  recently  initiated  to  deal  with  this 
dread  disease.  Since  February  1st,  1913,  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis, 
whether  of  the  lungs  or  other  parts  of  the  body,  have  been  compulsorily 
notifiable,  and  a further  syst-m  of  notification  was  instituted  of  the 
admission  and  di-charge  of  pers  ms  into  and  from  Workhouses  and 
all  Sanatoria  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board  under  the 
Finance  Act  of  1910.  This  is  of  great  value  in  keeping  track  of  all 
notified  cases,  and  of  arranging  for  the  disinfection  of  the  house  when  a 
patient  goes  away  to  an  institution  for  treatment. 

Fortunately  also  the  County  Council  has  determined  to  provide  for 
institutional  treatment  of  non-insured  as  well  as  insured  persons, 
and  has  also  arranged  for  the  services  of  its  Tuberculosis  Officers  to 
be  utilised  for  their  benefit.  During  the  year  three  non-insured  persons 
have  had  dispensary  treatment  provided  by  it. 

In  order  to  avoid  irritation  by  the  unnecessary  duplication  of  visits 
to  notified  cases  by  different  officials,  most  of  the  primary  visits  are  paid 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  who  informs  me  if  any  sanitary  action  is 
required,  and  if  it  is  not  I usually  defer  my  visit  for  a time.  In  all  cases 
where  a shelter  is  to  be  provided,  I visit  and  inspect  the  proposed  site, 
and  only  after  removal  to  an  institution  or  death  does  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  visit,  and  then  for  the  purpose  of  and  disinfecting  the  premises. 
In  these  cases  I think  the  bedding  ought  to  be  removed  to  a hospital 
for  steam  disinfection  in  all  instances. 

The  number  of  officials  visiting  is  thus  kept  as  low  as  possible, 
consistent  with  efficiency  of  action. 

The  examination  of  sputum  is  provided  for  by  the  Council,  but  as 
the  arrangements  for  the  detection  of  unrecognised  cases  among  contacts 
is  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer — the  examination  is  now 
usually  carried  out  through  him. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  will  be  seen  from  Table  II  to  be  21, 
of  which  19  are  pulmonary  Phthisis.  The  notification  of  pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis was  in  force  last  year,  when  13  were  notified,  but  the  figures  are 
not  strictly  comparable. 

Of  these  34  cases,  5 died  during  1912,  and  8 have  died  during  1913, 
leaving  the  number  of  21  notified  cases  in  the  district  on  December  31st. 

Two  cases  of  Phthisis  have  had  institutional  treatment  during 
the  year. 

Phthisis  Death-Rate.  From  Table  111.  it  will  be  seen  that  8 
deaths  from  phthisis  have  occurred,  which  gives  a death-rate  from  this 
cause  of  '771. 

Rates  based  upon  such  small  numbers  are  of  little  value  for 
comparative  purposes,  and  so  I have  calculated  the  average  death-rate 
for  the  last  five  years  (1909-13)  which  is  '561,  and  for  the  previous 
five  years  (1904-8),  which  is  '663. 
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The  death-rate  for  the  County  for  19l2  was  '74  and  for  the 
Rural  Districts  '65,  so  that  I am  glad  to  say  that  phthisis  does  not 
appear  to  be  unduly  prevalent. 

As  far  as  possible,  I have  compared  the  death-rates  for  the  la-t 
10  years  for  the  First  and  Second  Districts,  and  find  that  they  are 
almost  identical. 

F.  Investigation  of  Other  Diseases. 

The  death  returns  have  not  suggested  any  special  action  under 
this  heading.  Venereal  disease  is  not  very  prevalent,  I am  glad  to  say; 
there  are  no  local  facilities  for  modern  methods  of  diagnosis  and  treatment. 

Cancer. 

On  Table  III  are  shown  14  deaths,  which  gives  a death-rate  of 
1'35  for  the  year. 

The  average  for  the  last  5 years  is  1'44  and  for  the  previous  5 
years  is  1'22.  The  County  death-rate  for  1912  was  '98,  so  that  our 
rates  are  persistently  rather  high.  I think  this  is  probably  due  to  the 
undue  proportion  of  older  persons  in  our  population. 

G.  Means  for  preventing  Mortality  in  Child-birth  and 

Infancy. 

The  Midwives’  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council.  From 
Table  IV  it  will  be  seen  that  only  9 deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  1 
year,  5 of  which  were  in  the  first  week  of  life.  The  mortality  rate  is 
51  per  1000  births.  During  the  year  a circular  was  received  from  the 
Local  Goverment  Board  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act  and  the  importance  of  the  sanitary  condition  of 
yards  and  ashpits,  &c.  I felt  it  difficult  to  recommend  the  Council  to 
adopt  the  Act,  considering  the  difficulties  of  administration,  and  our 
low  mortality  rate,  but  pointed  out  the  importance  of  the  other  recom- 
mendation of  the  circular. 

H.  Vital  Statistics. 

These  are  now  given  for  the  whole  district  for  the  first  time. 

Table.  I.  Birth  and  Death  Rates.  The  birth-rate  for  1913 
is  16'9  per  1000  of  population,  which  is  extremely  low  and  by  far  the 
lowest  on  record.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1913  is 
23'8,  and  for  Essex  23'3. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  92,  to  which 
must  be  added  the  deaths  elsewhere  of  24  residents  of  the  district,  less 
two  deaths  in  the  district  of  non-residents,  giving  a nett  total  of  114, 
and  a nett  death-rate  of  ll'O,  which  is  the  lowest  since  1910. 

Before  comparison  can  be  made  between  the  death-rates  of  different 
districts,  or  of  England  and  Wales,  a further  correction  must  be  made. 
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It  is  obvious  that  a district  containing  an  undue  proportion  of  the 
very  old  must  have  a higher  death-rate  than  a district  with  an  undue 
proportion  of  persons  in  the  prime  of  life.  Factors  for  correcting  for 
differences  between  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  individual  districts  and 
that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  have  therefore  been  calculated  by 
the  Registrar-General  on  the  census  population  of  1911,  and  for  this 
district  the  death-rate  must  he  multiplied  by  '8086,  giving  a standardised 
death-rate  for  compantive  purposes  of  8'9,  a very  satisfactory  figure. 
The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  is  13'6,  for  the 
County  10'9. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the  Halstead  Rural  District  contains 
an  undue  proportion  of  persons  of  the  age  groups  in  which  the  death-rate 
is  highest. 

Table  II  shows  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  have  already 
been  discussed,  (p.p.  11-13.) 

TABLE  III  analyses  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at  death,  and  does  not 
show  undue  mortality  from  any  special  cause. 

Table  IV.  Infantile  Mortality.  This  table  is  satisfactory 
and  has  been  discussed,  (p.  14.) 

Table  V.  Factories  and  Workshops.  The  work  under  this 
heading  has  already  been  referred  tc.  (p.  10.) 

I.  Rainfall. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  rainfall  during  the 
year,  measured  at  Halstead  by  Mr.  E.  T.  Adams. 


January 

81 1 

July 

1'92 

February 

0.62 

August 

F16 

March 

1'81 

September  . . . 

0'91 

April 

1'77 

October 

3'62 

May 

1'64 

November  ... 

2'70 

June 

1'23 

December  ... 

0'57 

Total  ...  21 '06  inches. 


In  conclusion  I have  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
for  much  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  BERTRAM  SMITH. 


March,  1914. 


Table  I : VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1913,  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

Halstead  Rural  District. 
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Table  II:  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1913. 

Halstead  Rural  District. 
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Table  ITT. 


CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1913. 


Halstead  Rural  District. 


Nett  deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district. 


Causes  of  death. 

c/5 

0) 

to 

7i 

Under  1 year. 

and  under 

2 years. 

2 and  under  5 
years. 

5 and  under  15 
years. 

15  and  under 

25  years. 

25  and  under 

45  years. 

Q 

^ /" 

£ ci 

0) 

C »o 

C5 

»o 

■’V 

tc 

S ec 
»o  $ | 

-X)  ~ ' 

All  f Certified 

107 

9 

... 

4 

G 

G 

19 

G3 

causes  (.Uncertified 

7 

... 

1 

1 

5 

1.  Enteric  Fever 

2.  Small-pox 

3.  Measles 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

G.  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

1 

...  | 

7.  Influenza 

S.  Erysipelas 

9.  Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis) 

8 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

10.  Tuberculous  meningitis 

1 

1 

11.  Other  Tuberculous 
diseases 

12.  Cancer,  malignant 
disease 

14 

... 

... 

1 

G 

7 ' 

13.  Rheumatic  fever 

14.  Meningitis 

15.  Organic  Heart  Disease 

13 

... 

1 

2 

10 

1G.  Bronchitis 

11 

1 

1 

9 

17.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

1 

1 

1 

18.  Other  diseases  of  re- 
spiratory organs 

3 

... 

1 

2 ' 

19.  Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 

20.  Appendicitis  and 
Typhlitis 

1 

... 

1 

21.  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

21a.  Alcoholism 

1 

1 

... 

22.  Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
disease 

2 

... 

1 

1 

23.  Puerperal  Fever 

24.  Other  accidents  and 
diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 

25.  Congenital  Debility 
and  other  Malforma- 
tion, including  prem- 
ature birth 

5 

4 

1 

2G.  Violent  deaths,  ex- 
cluding suicide 

3 

... 

1 

1 

1 

27.  Suicide 

28.  Other  defined  diseases 

45 

3 

2 

1 

5 

34 

29.  Diseases  ill-defined  or 
unknown 

3 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

Totals 

114 

9 

4 

6 

7 

20 

G8 

Sub-ontrios  — Nil. 


Total  deaths,  whether 
of  "Residents”  or 
o o “Non-residents"  in 
Institutions  in  the 
District. 


Table  IV:  INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Halstead  Rural  Council. 


1918.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Deaths. 

Under  1 week. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

4 weeks. 

1 weeks  & under 
3 months. 

3 months  and 
under  ii  mouths. 

6 months  and 
under  9 months. 

, ,,  (Certified 

5 

5 

2 

All  causes  - T ▼ , 

(Uncertified 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

/Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 
j Scarlet  Fever 

1 Whooping-Cough 
' Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

(Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

1 Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 
(Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous ) 
Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

i 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

(Diarrhoea 

(Enteritis 

Gastritis 

i 

... 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  birth  ... 

1 

i 

Atelectasis 

| Congenital  Malformations... 

1 Premature  birth 

4 

4 

1 Atrophy,  Debility  and 
l Marasmus 

Other  Causes 

Totals 

5 

... 

... 

... 

5 

2 

... 

... 

2 9 


1 1 


1 


1 

1 


1 


1 


2 9 


Nett  Births  | legitimate  167 
in  the  year  I illegitimate  8 


Nett  Deaths  in  ( legitimate  infants  9 
the  year  of  (illegitimate  infants  0 


9 months  and 
under  12  month? 


Table  V.  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1918,  for 
the  Rural  District  of  Halstead,  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  in  connection  with  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  and  HOME- 
WORK. 


1.  INSPECTION. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Writ.  Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

8 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 
Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises 

226 

9 

included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report)  ... 

9 

Total 

248 

9 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of 

Defects 

i c r. 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

o.| 

O 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Other  Nuisances 

7 

2 

7 

2 

... 

... 

Total  

9 

9 

... 

(Lists  received  from  Employers  (sendA  Workmen  ...  12 

8.  HOME  WORK.  ing  in  twice  a year) 

l Making  of  wearing  apparel  ...  4)  All  satisfactory. 


4.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Bakehouses 

20 

Carpenters  and  Wheelwrights  ... 

19 

Blacksmiths 

17 

Dressmakers 

18 

Boot  Rapairing 

12 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ... 

29 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

110 

0.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class 

Number 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts,  (s.  188),  1901 
Action  taken  in  matters  re- ^ Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ... 
fened  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  i 
remediable  under  the  Public  I 
Health  Acts,  but  not  under 
the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Acts  (s.  5)  1901  ' Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


